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" Captain Moonlight" had already stridden out into the
light of day, and could not be so easily banished or arbi-
trarily controlled as the sixty talkers in the House of Com-
mons. Towards evening on the day of his arrival. Lord
Frederick Cavendish was walking in Phoenix Park with Mr.
Thomas Burke, the Permanent Under-Secretary of State.
The sun was still shining brightly, but they were both mur-
dered brutally under its light by a gang of a secret society,
known as the Invincibles, whose purpose was murder and
one of whose organisers was a member of the Dublin Town
Council.
Ireland's day of hope was blotted out in a night of despair.
Parnell at once issued a manifesto appealing for the detection
and punishment of the murderers, and the jury at the inquest
expressed the " hope that the Almighty Disposer of events
will enable the constituted authorities to discover the
assassins, so that they may be brought to speedy justice,'3
Ireland hung her head in shame and knew that her cause had
been irreparably injured for many years to corne. From Eng-
land there came a stern demand for measures of precaution,
and even for vengeance, although, when the gang were at
length discovered, tried, and hanged, largely through the
devotion, sagacity, and courage of John Adyc Curric, the
Dublin magistrate, poor Lady Frederick Cavendish sent an
ivory cross to the murderer of her husband as a token of for-
giveness. Such, however, was not the mood of the English
people or her Government. On the gth May, Sir William
Harcourt introduced a far stronger Coercion Act than the
last, which in eifcct suspended trial by jury. ** Every jury-
man," he said, " looks with dread upon the levelled pistol at
his heart, the dagger at his back, and the bullet of the rifle
in his home at night." Even Parnell could not offer anything
but a dejected and half-hearted opposition to this measure,
Mr, Gladstone sought to attach responsibility to him : he
said that the Irish Party had not instigated these murders,
but they could have prevented them. Yet the Irish Judges
passed a resolution against the Crimes Act, and one, Baron
Fitz-Gerald, resigned rather than be a party to its adminis-
tration. The Act remained in operation for three years^ but